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. Member of Parliament, &c. 


Friends and Countrymen, 


S977] O THING, could give me 
a greater Concern, than the 
ſpreading Uneafineſs I per- 
ceiv d amongſt you, occa- 
ſion'd from the Apprehenſions of Miſ- 
management in publick Affairs, had 
theſe Apprebenſions any ſolid Founda- 

tion, it muſt be acknowledg'd that 
the greateſt Uneaſineſs poihble, might 
| be juſtified thereby. As ous Repre- 
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ſentative therefore in Parliament, I 


thought it my Duty to make the 
ſtricteſt Enquiry imaginable into the 
State of public d ranſactions, and ſhall 
lay before you in the plaineſt, and moſt 


ſincere Manner, I am able, the beſt 


Judgment I am capable of forming 
from thence, eſpecially as to the Con- 


duct of Thoſe, whom his Majeſty in his 


great Wiſdom has thought fit to in- 


truſt, as his Miniſters for lome Years 
paſt, That you may no longer be 
liable to Fears withour Foundation, or 


entertain diſadvantageous Sentiments of 
your Supertors, from a want of right 


Information of the Meaſures the y pur- 
ſue. 

To enter into too long, or politi- 
* a Detail of the Foreign Negotia- 
tions, and the Reaſons that induc'd 
the preſent Government to enter into 
the Alliance of Hanover, and ſince in- 
to that of Seville, would take up a 
great deal too much Room, would be 
entirely out of your Way of judging, 
and tho * with the utmoſt 


Im- 


4 


Impartiality and Clearneſs, be yet liz 

ble to Miſe interpretation and a multi- 
tude of Objections, which are readi- 
ly farniſh'd by thoſe, who to the 
private Intereſt that {ways them to a 
Party, have added but a ſmattering 
in Politicks, aſſiſted with a quick In- 
vention. From Perſons of this Caſt 
of Mind, there is no Defence, no not 
for the moſt Sacred, the Greateſt, or 
the moſt Innocent; we live in an Age 
that pays no Regard to any thing but 
its own Humour, nor can a Miniſtry 

eaſily repine at ill Uſage of this Sort 
from their Enemies, at a Time, when 
they ſee the Miracles of our Saviour 
cenſur'd, and Books printed every 
Day, turning Religion into Feſt. All 
therefore that will be neceſſary for 
me to ſay, with Regard to Treaties, 
ſhall be compris'd under the clearelt 
Language, and I will enter on thoſe 
Obſervations by taking Notice: That 
altho the Right of making Peace and 
War be an undoubted Prerogative of 
the Crown, yet ſuch has been the 


laudable 
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laudable Caution of thoſe in the 


preſent Adminiſtration, that they 
have continually caus'd ſuch as have 
been tranſacted by them, or thro? 
their Advice, to be laid before the 
Houſes, where after the moſt nice 
Examination, and after all that would 
be {aid againſt them, they have con- 
ſtantly been approv'd. If theſe Trea- 
ties have not exactly anſwer d thoſe 
Effects, which were expected from 
them, when made, it muſt not im- 
mediately be imputed to the Weak- 
neſs, or Want of Capacity in thoſe 
who fram'd them. It is 1mpoſhble 
to arrive at any certain Judgment 
of the Courſe of future Events, and 


from this Incertainty, this unavoid- 


able Incertainty it is, that Meaſures 


the moſt Prudent, the moſt Fuſt, and 


beft Concerted, that human Nature is 
able to lay down, may be, and fre- 
quently are diſappointed, from that 
Contingency natural to ſublunary 
Affairs, and thoſe unforeſeen Acci- 
dents, no Policy can prevent. The 


ſame 


C43 
ſame Thing muſt in private Life be 
obvious to you All, and a little Re- 
flection will, I dare ſay, furniſh 
every one of you with Inſtances 
enough, of Men, who tho' Honeſt, 
Careful, and of the greateſt Capacity 
in their Employments, have not 
been able to accompliſh the Schemes 
they have undertaken, even with the 
higheſt Probability of Succeſs imme- 
diately, tho' a ſteady Reſolution has 
ſeldom fail'd bringing them to bear 
at laſt, Tis exactly the ſame Caſe 
here, and we ought the more eaſily 
to acquieſce in it, becauſe we ſee al- 
moſt all the Nations in Europe, in as 
great, or greater Delemmas than our 
ſelves ; were We the only People, that 
had been thro' a long Courſe of 
Years, engag'd in a Series of Nego- 
tiations, were We alone at the Ex- 
pence of Fleets and Armies, to be in 
Readineſs to carry theſe Negotia- 
tions into Execution, and were we 
the ſingle Nation labouring under 
a Load of publick Debts and Taxes, 

Wn *' There 


(8) 
there would be undoubted Reaſon 
for Complaint, againſt thoſe who 
by their Management had been the 
Authors of theſe Misfortunes, 


But when we ſee all the Nations 


round us, in Conditions of the ſame 
Kind, and many in muck worſe, to 
what can we refer it, but to the 
Courſe of Nature, and the Viciſitude 
incident to Affairs, As to the Sup- 
plies which being neceſſary to carry 
on theſe Steps, have from time to 
time been rais'd upon the People, 


you will readily conſider, that from 
the happy Conſtruction of our Con- 


ſtitution, they muſt have of Neceſſi- 
ty the Conſent of thoſe: very Peo- 


ple, by their Repreſentatives, before 
they could be rais'd at all, this natu- 


rally drew the State of ths Publick at 
cheſs Periods, when theſe Aids were 


granted, under the Conſideration of 


Parliament, and when from their 
Debates, the Sanction of the Great 
Council of theſe Kingdoms, is given 


to the Councils of the Miniſtry, tis 


Pre- 


(9) | 
preſumption in private 1. pen after- 


wards to diſpute them. But per- 
haps you will think what I have 


hitherto ſaid, a little too general, let 


us deſcend then into a few Particulars 


1 5 of the greateſt Moment as the firſt 
of theſe, let us conſider, what 


ſcems to have given the greateſt Ap» 
pearance of Plumeworthineſs, that is, 
the Incertainty which we now for 


Tome Years lain under, with regard 


to Peace and War, 
Tho' this, together wich ſome 


hightning Circumſtances it has artifici- 


ally been made to wear, may at firſt 
Sight look like a Thing hard to be 


Juſtified ; yet I perſwade myſelf that, 


when you have reflected on the fol- 


Towing Reaſons, you will, in ſome 
Meaſure acquieſce in my Opinion; 
That the whole Weight of this Miſ- 
fortune may be very juſtly laid to 
other Doors, than thoſe of the Mi- 
niſtry. If in the firſt Place it be re- 
member d, in what Condition our 
Affairs were in, when the Gentle- 
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men now in Power, came into the 


Adminiſtration, the Difference we 


have had with Spain, which has in 
Truth been the moſt Material of 
any, and more embaraſs'd our Afﬀairs, 


may without Diſpute be referr'd to ; 


the Conncils of thoſe who preceeded 


them in the Royal Confidence: And 
the Treatment which that Nation 
then receiv'd from Britain, has given 


them ſuch a Diſlike to our People, 
that conſidering the natural haughty 
and obſtinate Temper of the Spaniards ; 
we could not ſpeedily hope to ſee 
worn off. But why then ſay ſome, do 
we not to recur harſher Methods, the 
Fleets of Great- Britain us d to ſtrike 
Terror into all her Enemies, and even 


this haughty People, with all their 


Stubborneſs, have been by them in for- 
mer Days, oblig'd to Bow. Is the 
Glory and publick Reputation of 
our Country now grown ſo little 
worth our Care, as to {uffer the 
dangerous Inſults of the Spaniards 


with Impunity? Theſe are very plau- 


fible 


— 
* 


. 
fible Harangues, to a Nation natural- 
ly Gallant, and who readily take Fire 
at any Thing that concerns the pub- 
lick Honour. But are we not like- 
wiſe to conſider the Safety of the 
Nation, ſhall we ruſh into a War 
with Precipitation, when a ſhort For- 
bearance may ſecure us in a laſting 
Peace, ſhall we willfully throw away 
the Friendſhip of a Country, to which 
we carry on one of our greateſt and 
molt beneficial Branches of Trade. To 
| ſatisfy a Punctilio, when that very 
Punctilio may as well be ſatisfyd by 
Treaty. Can a Ministry ever be too 
careful of expoſing the Lives aud For- 
tunes of his Majeſty's Subjects, by in- 
volving them in a War, where the 
Succeſs is always doubtful, and no- 
thing certain but a vaſt Expence? 
How much Diſſatisfaction has been 
expreſs'd againſt thoſe, by whole Ad- 
vice Britain entred into ſo large a 
Share in the late War, and after 
loſing ſo much both of Blood and 
Treaſure, can be ſcarce ſaid to reap 
B 2 =_— 
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any Advantage at all. And here it 
is neceſſary for me to mention to 
you, the Pretender, who, tho' as 
Things ſtand now, is in no Capacity 
of hurting us, and therefore cannot 
with Reaſon be made the Ground of 


any Uneafineſs ; yet ſhould we once 
fall into an open Rupture, might be 
again render'd Formidable, thro' a 
Policy we have more then once expe- 


rienced. His pretended Alliance to 
ſeveral of the greateſt Families in 
Europe, and his Bigotry to the Popiſb 
Religion, will always be Motives ſuffi- 


cient to induce our Enemies, to the 


endeavouring at leaſt to raiſe Commo- 


tions in his Favour, which if they 


have no other Effect, would of Ne- 


ceſſity encreaſe the publick Charge, a 


Thing very wndefirable, in itſelf, as 
well as very Diſagreeable to the People. 
The Alteration in our Alliances, is 


ever mention d by a certain Party, as 
another indiſcufible Point, and the epi- 
thet Unnatural, has been added to 
them .o fill the Nation, with Rancour 

againſt 


* 


ji ($3 a 
againſt thoſe that made them, For 
my Part my Friends and Countrymen, 
J profeſs to you, I have no Attach- 
ment to any Party. I think it Un- 
reaſonable, as well as a high Reflection 
on our Moſt Gracious Sovereign, to 
look on every Perſon in Power, 
as an Enemy to his Country, nor 
can I believe it a never - failing Sign 
of a Patriot, that a Man is con- 
tinually of an Opinion directly op- 
pofite to thoſe in the Adminiſtration. 
Intereſt is certainly the Motive of 
all National Agreements whatever, and 
as you cannot be inſenſible of the 
Variations of it in private Affairs, ſo 
it ought not to appear to you a 
Thing ſo very extraordinary in Pub- 
lick, where a multitude, of Concerns 
render it more likely, and where the 
Greatneſs of Mutations muſt of Ne- 
ceſſity make them quicker. The Bal- 
lance of Power, is a Subject, that has 
been ſo well explain'd, and ſo often 
zreared off, that I cannot doubt your 
being well enough acquainted with 
it, 


En) 


it, to know that for a conſiderable 


Space of Time, ir meant no more, 
than keeping the two great Powers 
of France and Spain, in Aquilibrio : 
And that it was the. conſtant, as 
well as moſt adviſeable Practice in 
all the other Powers of Europe, to 
throw a proper Degree of Weight in- 
to the lighter Scale, whenever either 
of them grew too. pondrous for the 
other; in ſuch a Caſe, could it be 


ſaid with any Colour of Juſtice, that 


the changing Sides, was an Unſteadineſs 


in Politicks, or the being linked with 


different Princes, at different Times, and 
from different Motives, be accounted 
making unnatural Alliances, To ſe- 
cure the Honour, to preſerve the 
Tranquility, and to encreaſe the Trade 


of our Nation, are the moſt laudable 


Defigns that can be had in View in 
any Negotiation, and where thoſe 
Points are the Ends, for which any 
Treaty 1s enter'd into, it cannot with 
any Degree, either of Juſtice or Pro- 
priety be ſtild Unnatural. Upon theſe 


Principles, 


n 
Principles, then it cannot but appear 
to Ton that the Treaty of Vienna, 
was an Unnatural Treaty with Re. 
ſpect to Spain, unleſs ſome private 
Articles were ſtipulated in Favour of 
that Nation, which from the Regard 
they had to the reſt of Europe, hin- 
dred them from making Publick. 
Such a Situation of Affairs, made it 
neceſſary for the other Powers, to 
unite themſelves for the common De- 
ſence, in Caſe any thing ſhould be at- 
tempted againit the publick Tranquili- 
ty, by the Allies of that Treaty; and 
this very eaſily explains the oppoſite 
Meaſures enter d into by the Confe. 
derates of the HANOVER Alliance, 
which even the meaneſt Capacity, 
muſt perceive, was inſtead of being 
Unnatural, to be founded on the 
very firſt Principle of Nature, viz. 
that of Self-Defence. But altho' the 
then Emergency of Affairs, oblig'd 
us to take a Party oppoſite to Spain; 
yet the great Gain accruing to Great 
Britain from her Trade with that 


Nation, 


* Rs, 


would ſugge 
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Nation, did of Conſequence engage 
the Miniſtry to employ their utmoſt 
Care, in re-uniting Her to our Intereſt, 
which of Neceſſity muſt leſſen at the 


ſame time the Strength of the Vienna 


Alliance, by taking away from it the 
only Party, capable of advancing vaſt 
Sums of Money, the true Sinem of Mo- 
dern Wars, and what was ſtill more, 
adding that very Power, to the Sup- 
port of our ſelves; * This was after 


- ſome Difficulry happily accompliſh'd, 


by the Peace of SEVELLE, the main 


Objection to which, is the Stipulations 


in Favour of Box CARLOS, tho 
that whole 4 a. .1s ſo far from an 

Infraction on fer Treaties, as ſome 
„ that it is even a Na- 
tural Conſequente, of theſe, into which 
not only We, but even the Emperor 


himſelf had entred. Yet the Ten- 


derneſs the preſent Adminiſtration 1 in 


theſe Kingdoms, have again ſhewn, 
in not puſhing our ſelves and all 
Europe into a general Effuſion of 
Blood, which mult have hapned, had 


the 


(17 ) 


the Engagements entred into by the 


laſt mention'd Treaty, been too haſti - 


ly put in Execution, has furniſh'd 


new Matter of Complaint, to thoſe, 
who are reſolv'd never to be ſatis- 


fyd, with any thing the Miniſtry 


has, ſhall, or can do, Yet even this 
Forbearance has viſibly had its Effect, 
and conſidering the Temper the Em- 
peror is now in, it cannot be long, 
before he complies. with thoſe wiſe, 


and prudent Propoſitions, that have 


been made him. The Death of the 
Due of purmay is another Incident, 
which hapning inizthis interim, has 
open d a fair Entrant go an Accom- 
modation, no Way diſa ebe to either 
of the hitherto conte f Parties : In 
fine, the Face of Affairs at this Fun 


fture, carry ſo ſtrong an Appearance 


of a general Pacification, being at 
Hand, that I doubt not as the incer- 
tainty of Things, (with how little 
Juſtice is by this time evident) has 
all along been aſcrib'd to the fluctu- 
atins Meaſures of the Miniſtry, ſo 

+ even 


TW) 
even their greateſt Evemies will not 
deny them, that Glory, ſo apparent- 
ly their Due, of having by the Wiſ- 
dom of their Councils, given a happy, 
laſting, and univerſal Peace to Eu- 
rope. f | | 
Before I quit this Topick of the 
Stare we are at preſent in with Re- 
gard to Foreign Nations, I cannot 
kelp beſtowing a few Obſervations 
on a Doctrine, lately advanc'd with 
ſo great Solemnity of Reaſoning, that 
I find it has made ſome Impreſſion 
on your Minds, viz, that being by 
our Scituation an Iſland, our Cares 
ſhould chiefly regard -the Seas that 
ſurrounds us, and our Politicks move 
at as great Diſtance, from thoſe of 
the Continent, as there is between our 
Shores, I confeſs, as thus Maxim has 
ſometimes been dreſi d out, I cannot 
blame thoſe who thro' want of 
thorough Knowledge in ſuch Affairs, 
may have been miſlead into an Opi- 
nion, that there is no Foundation for 
Foreign Alliances, and that it is our In- 


tereſt, 


(19) 
_ tereſt, to have no Concern whatſoever: 
in the Affairs, or Negotiations of oun. 
Neighbours. I will therefore to put. 
them into the cleareſt Way of thinks 
ing that I can on this Head; entreat 
them to remember, that the Affairs of 
Europe, in general, are quite another 
Thing to what they were heretofore, 
or even in the beginning of the laſt 
Century, Almoſt all Countries now 
ſtrike into Trade, and it becomes 
a Nation like ours, having ſo ſtrong a 
Dependance thereon, to take all ima- 
ginable Care, for its Safety, Protection 
and Enlargement. This will natural- 
ly engage us in continual Alliances 
with thoſe Places, to which we car- 
ry on a Trade, and as Factories are 
eſtabliſh'd and Britiſh Effects come to 
be depoſited in any Kingdom, the Cone 
cern for the Safety of our own, will 
of Courſe give us an Intereſt in the 
Government and Affairs, in thoſe 
Countries where they lie. Immuni. 
ties, Priviledges, and Advantages in 
Trade, are ſeldom granted, but upon 
5 84 mutual 
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mutual and reciprocal Acts of Friends 


thip between the People, on both 
Sides. It is of the greateſt Conſe- 
quence to us. to receive the former, 
and it is ridiculous to expect them, 


without the latter. Add to all 
which, that throughout Europe, the 
Naval Strength in General is very 
much encreas d, and we cannot but 


judge it neceſſary on a cool Reflecti- 


on, to maintain ourſelves in the beſt 


Terms poſſible with Foreigners, 
when the rich Veſſels we have carry. 
ing on a Commerce in every Corner 
of the World, may, and frequently 


have fallen into the Hands of Ene- 


mies, whoſe Inferiority in Trade, 
renders it impoſſible for us to ſeek 
Reparation by committing Deprada- 
tions upon them. And if over and 
above all I have hitherto ſaid, any 
new Alliances and Guaranties have by 
the Acceſſion of the preſent illuſtrious 


Family to the Crown been render d 
| Neceſſary, we cannot ſure, be ſo un- 


grateful as to repine. Whenever = 
5 IE call 


Lav) 

call to Mind, that our own Safety and 
Proſperity with Regard, both to our 
Civil and Religious Rights, depend en- 
tirely on their preſent Majeſty's 
quiet Poſſeſſion of the Crown; and 
that all the Hopes we can reaſona · 
ble form of perpetuating theſe Bleſ- 
fings to our Poſterity rely ſolely, on 
the Conſideration of theſe Kingdoms, 
being to be govern'd hereafter by 

their Deſcendants. I hope by this 
Time, that you have as well a * 
View of our Foreign Affairs, as a bet- 
ter Opinion of the Meaſures taken 
by the Miniſters, that you ſee the 
Doubtfulneſs of our Scituation has 
been owing to the general Incertain- 
ty of Affairs throughout Europe; that 
Neceſſity, not Unſteadineſs, has ſway d 
us into our ſeveral Alliances, and that 
they are ſo far from being Unnatural, 
that they have had their Riſe ſolely 
from the Dictates of Nature, which 
obliges us to accomodate ourſelves to 
the preſent Poſture of Things, and ſince 
it is impoſſible for us to direct Events 
ITY | | ro 
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1 
to make thoſe that happen, contribute 
as far as they are capable to our Ad- 
vantage. That our being an Iſland, 


does not abſolutely releaſe us from 


all Manner of Concern with the Conti- 
nent, but that on the Contrary, there 
are many Reaſons which nearly in- 
tereſt us in their Concerns, In fine, 

that the ſeveral Steps taken by the 
preſent Adminiſtration, have been ſuch 
as were agreable to the Times, in 
which they were taken, and ſuch as 
a due Length of Time will in all Pro- 


bability crown with Succeſs. 


Let us paſs now to the Review of 
Domeſtick Circumſtances, and impartial- 
iy conſider, what can be imputed 
from thence, to the Conduct of Men 
in Power, The Raiſing, Diſtributing, 
and Accounting for the publick Money, 


will of Neceſſuy, claim the firſt and 


greateſt Share in our Obſervance : And 
that all theſe ſeveral Steps, have been 


conducted, in a Manner agreable to 


Fuſtice, and conformable to the Truſt 


repos d in thoſe, who had the publick 
Revenue 


423) 
Revenue under their Care, is evident 
from the Approbation of the Houſe of 
Commons, and that after they have 
had all theſe Heads, under a nice and 
particular Examination. The publick 
Debts, have been openly, and fairly 
ſlated, the Sinking Fund, in its pre- 
ſent Condition, and from which ſo 
many happy Conſequences may reaſon- 
ably be expected, is wholly owing to 
the Miſdom of the Noble Perſon who is 
juſtly, in the higheſt Degree of Con- 
fidence, with his PRINCE. Had 
thoſe in our preſent Adminiſtration, 
like ſome Miniſters, in former Reigns, 
raiſed Money by the unparliamentary 
Methods, for the Service of their Ma- 
ſter, or had procur'd Grants of Land, 
Parts of the Antient and Hereditary 
Domains of the. Crown, for them- 
ſelves: Had they embezl'd the Re- 
venue of the Kingdom, or refus'd when 
call'd upon, to render the moſt juſt 
and accurate Account, there would 
then be ſome Reaſon for Complaint. 
But when on the contrary, a parlia- 
1 5 | mentary 
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mentary Enquiry into their Conduct, 


has been ſo far from being ivoided 


out of a Conſciouſneſs of Guilt, that 
it has been always ſought, as a Juſti- 
fication of their Meaſures from a con. 


fidence in ſeparable from Iunocency. 


What mr is there for our Mur- 
murs erben, 

Let me here entreat your ſerious 
Attention to à Point, which when 
well conſider d, will in a great Mea- 
ſure, put an entire Period to theſe 
Differences, and which ought reaſon- 
ably to heal all thoſe Diſquiets, which 

have been for ſome Time ſo artfully 
kept up, and fomented. The Point 
1 mean, is the Authority of the 
Houſe of Commons. It is an undiſpu- 


ted Advantage we enjoy, by preſer- 


ving thro' their Means our * Liberty 
entire, while the Nations round us, 
are ſunk in Slavery, as well thoſe 
who tacitly confeſs their Condition, by 
acknowledg ging their Government, 
to be abſolute; as thoſe, who in the 


_ of 1 Bondage and "Opgrens on, 


till 


— 


{till pleaſe themſelves, with keeping up 
a Shew of Liberty, and maintaining 
a Form of Freedom. By them who 
are the beſt moderate Repreſenta- 
tives of the People, that were ever 
yet known in any- Political Sy- 
ſtem, Ancient and Modern; we 
enjoy all the Security of the SpA R- 
TAN EPHOR1I, with all Dignity 
and Advantage of the ROMAN SE» 
NATE. By them is advanc'd the 
Glory of the Throne, while at the 
{ame time by them are preſerv d, 
the Priviledges of the People. To 
them, as to the great Council of 
the King and Kingdom, belongs the 
Dernier Review of the Publick 
Management of Affairs, if the Crimes 
of thoſe in Power are complain'd 
of, *tis their Duty to examine them, 
and if their Guiltineſs appears the 
Precedents are numerous, how they 
ought and how they have pro- 
ceeded againſt them, if any Mat- 
ter or Papers remain ſolely in the 
Power of the Crown, and yet are 

\ neceſlary 
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neceſſary to be perus'd, for a clear 
Inſight into the Behaviour of 
its "Miniſters, an Addrefs to the 
Throne is the Means they make 
uſe of to procure them, md ; in the 

Reigns of good Princes, their Ad- 
dreſſes have always had the Effect 
deſir d. But if inſtead of this Man- 
ner of proceeding, ſhould a Reign 
ever happen in BRITAIN, where 
the King without waiting the In- 
terpoſition of PARLIAMENT, ſhould 
of bimſelf entreat their Advice, where 
his Miniſtry, inſtead of being fear- 
ful of the Scrutiny of a Houſe of 


Commons, (as dreadful to a. Woolſey, 


a Buckingham and a Danby) ſhould 


aſhduouſly endeavour an Enquiry 


into their Proceedings, where the true 
State of the Nation {ſhould Yearly 
be laid open, where its Foreign Ne- 
gotiations are faithfully related, and 
the Treaties, Alliances, or Whatever 
other Iſſues they have produc'd, 
are expos'd to their Peruſal, where 
the King, ſhews the utmoſt Com- 

plaiſance 


- 
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 plaiſance for rhe Deſires of the 


Subjects, and his Miniſtry, ſubmit 
all their Meaſures to the Cenſure 
of the People. I ſay, ſhould ſuch 
a Reign as this, ever happen, let 
not the Britiſh Annals tell, that 
as we are already remarkable, for 
carrying to the utmoſt Height our 
Vengeance, againſt Evil Miniſters and 


indifferent Princes, that the incon- 


ſtant and natural Ferocity of our 


Tempers has yet gone further, by 


thwarting the Meaſures of the belt 
of Soveraigns, and raiſing Clamours 
againſt the wiſeſt and mildeſt Ad- 
miniſtration.” I know there is no 
Danger of the preſent Diſaffection's 
{ſpreading thro' a tenth Part of the 


Nation, but I could wiſh for all 
that, the honeſt and diſcerning 


Men amongſt us would ſeaſonably 
exert themſelves, and ſhew that 
the Britiſh Liberty is able to ſubſiſt 
without the Aſſiſtance of Faction, 
and no longer ſuffer the as 
| 55 
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of a Party to be miſtaken for the 
Voice of the People. 


Let me exhort ye then my 
Friends no more to give Ear to 
thoſe Clamours, ſuffer your Repre- 
ſentatives, whom, as the Perſons fit- 
teſt to be truſted with your publick 
Affairs, you have choſen to judge 
for you. Thoſe Repreſentatives, who 
by the Multitude of good Laws, 
they have paſs d, ſhew their Affec- 
tion for the Intereſt. of the Nation, 
by their Freedom of Speech have 
{ſupported the Liberty and Indepen- 
cy of the Commons, and by their glo- 
rious Act againſt Bribery, have ſhut 
out all Corrup:ion were it was moſt 
to have been feared. Nor entertain 
ſo mean, ſo inconſiſtent a Thought, 
as that the Majority of that Houſe, 
ſhould exert ſo much Poldneſs, Ge- 
neroſity, and publick Spirit, with 
any other View but the Intereſt of 
their Country ; in which they them» 
{elves have ſo large a Stake, and in 

| the 
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the futher Fate of which, their lateſt 
Poſterity - muſt be ſure to ſhare. 
Give a proper Allowance to the 
| Preſent tumultuous Scituation of 
Things, when you reflect on the 
incertain Poſture of Affairs at home, 
remember at the ſame Time the 
general Confuſion of Europe, When 
you are next ſpur'd to be reſtleſs 
under your Taxes, call to Mind 
the vaſt Sums rais'd by the Emperor 
and Spain, and compare their Effects. 
Here they are rais'd for the Sup- 
port and Glory of the Crown, 
which. in its Turn employs them 
again amongſt its Subjects, preſerv'd 
thro' its Care, both in Security 
and Eaſe, There they are levied, 
for the Maintainance of a prodi- 
gious Army, while thoſe who pay 
them, labour under the continu- 
al Preſſure of a Military Force. 
In fine, let it never depart your 
Memory, that thoſe at the Helm, 
tho Great, are yet but Morrtals, 
expect not from them then more 
as 
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as | Miniſters, than as Men is exacted 
from by their Creator, and I am 
confident, they will ſtand in need 
of no other Appology for their 


— 


I am, 
Tour conſtant, 


And unbiaſt Friend, 


Neſtor. 


FINIS 


